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Reasons to Believe
Our rabbinic sages, who were never short on imagination, taught that when the Temple 

in Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans nearly two thousand years ago, its stones were 
scattered through the air to the farthest reaches of the earth. And wherever one of those stones 
landed, a synagogue would one day be built, and a new home for the Jewish spirit would be 
created. The rabbis’ flight of fantasy was actually more than that. Much more. Indeed, it was  
a powerful affirmation that, no matter how momentous the challenges to Jewish life might 
be, there would always be Jews, somewhere, building a synagogue community and, thereby, 
renewing a vibrant Jewish future.

I love those rabbis’ optimism. I love their expression of hope even in the face of the 
deep uncertainties and discontinuities that have always been the backdrop for the Jewish 
story. And, indeed, it turns out that their hope and optimism were well placed — even after 
the worst destructions, wherever Jews have lived, we have built new synagogues and schools 
and thriving communities. 

I cannot help but think of our own Stephen Wise Temple when I consider Jewish hope 
and optimism. One of those stones of the ancient Temple landed on our own mountaintop, and 
what we see today is a manifestation of hopes fulfilled. This Annual Report is but a modest 
attempt to capture something of the realization of those hopes. Synagogues such as ours are 
at the core of the Jewish future. And when you look at what we have created over these past fifty 
years, and what we continue to create every day, you see so many reasons to believe in what 
is possible for that future. Our inspiring worship services, our lifelong learning opportunities 
(from families with infants and toddlers through elementary school, to teen youth engagement, 
to adult in-depth encounters with our tradition) — these give us all reasons to believe that 
even more is possible. And when we are at our best, when we are a community of nurturing  
and support, vibrant innovation, joyful celebration, and unstinting generosity, then we also 
become the Jewish home of the spirit that the rabbis of old imagined.  

I am grateful that those rabbis’ dreams, their flights of imagination and innovation, were 
not reserved for their generation alone. They imagined future generations; they dreamed us. And 
as we create the most powerful and inspired Jewish present at Stephen Wise, we also dream 
the future for our children and our grandchildren and all the generations yet to be.  

What a great gift we all hold in our hands — to build on the foundations of an inspiring 
past, to create a meaningful and fulfilling present, and to commit and guarantee that all we 
value as Jews will be carried and lived into a hope-filled future.  

All of this, of course, is possible only because of you — your engagement, your membership, 
and your generous spirit.  

With appreciation and gratitude,
with hopes for peace and the future,

Rabbi Eli Herscher
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y decision to join the Freedom School  
program the first year it was created at  
Stephen Wise had much to do with my 
growing up at the Temple and being educated 

at Wise School and Milken Community High School. Those 
early experiences helped shape my values and relationships. 

I began my experience with the Freedom School as a 
volunteer Junior Servant Leader Intern. As a JSLI, I assisted  
the main teacher, known as a Servant Leader Intern, and 
worked closely with Freedom School students, whom we call 
scholars. My role was to help each scholar develop strong 
reading skills along with an even stronger sense of self. More 
recently, this past summer, I worked as a Servant Leader 
Intern in the classroom. 

Becoming friends with the Freedom School scholars has  
been very gratifying. I’m able to express my values with them 
and they share their opinions and ideals with me. These 
scholars have influenced the way I learn and have given me 
a deeper appreciation for the teachers with whom I grew up.

I love working with my peers at Freedom School. We 
share a passion for our work and care deeply about the 
growth and health of each scholar. We have been changed 
by the Freedom School culture which stresses praising and 
celebrating peoples’ unique qualities as we, along with the 
scholars, become a family. 

At Freedom School we have a cheer for almost everything  
that guides our days and reminds us to be confident in our 
intellect and proud of our hard work. It also instills gratitude 
for the education we have been given in this community. 
Freedom School is definitely our time to give back. It just 
also happens to be a lot of fun!

In partnership with the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF), the Stephen Wise 
Temple Freedom School opened its doors June 2012. The Freedom School 
program provides a six-week summer literacy and leadership program that in  
summer 2014, served over 140 students from low income, at-risk environments, 
free of charge. Initiated in 1992 by the CDF, the Freedom School program aims 
to prevent learning loss during the summer while simultaneously providing 
enrichment activities that foster self-confidence and generate a more positive 
attitude towards learning. In addition, parents are provided with weekly 
workshops on parenting skills, financial literacy, and other relevant topics.

Jordyn Schiff
servant leader intern, freedom school

These scholars have  
influenced the way I learn  
and have given me a  
deeper appreciation for  
my teachers.”

“

M
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Shahrokh Mokhtarzadeh
graduate student, florence melton adult school

was born in Iran. I wasn’t raised in a religious family 
nor did I attend religious school there. When I first 
arrived in the United States I was 17 years old. That 
was 36 years ago. I went to the first Taste of Melton 

event where I met Rabbi Karen Strok, the Director of our 
Melton Adult School. 

The Melton program completely changed the way I 
relate to Judaism. I began to find relevancy in my daily secular  
life because of my new understanding and connections 
with Jewish values. Ethics has always been important to me 
which are part of the Melton curriculum. What I learned at 
Melton I would apply in my own practice as an attorney.

I take great pride in now being a graduate of the Melton 
Adult School. It’s not the pride in my accomplishments, but 
the pride in being part of this Temple community which em-
braces adult learning. I have since taken two more years of 
post-graduate study. I am deeply interested in learning and 
Melton has allowed me to expand my horizons even more. 

From my Melton experience, I met and studied with 
those who were active in other programs at the Temple. That 
is how I became deeply involved with AIPAC and partici-
pated in the Melton trip to Israel. The trip was a life changing  
experience for me as I saw, firsthand, what I had been 
learning in Melton classes. I can’t wait to get back to Israel. 
I have already signed up for our Temple’s Spain & Israel trip 
in the spring of 2015.

The group of people with whom I started Melton still 
gets together for dinner and socializes. We’ve developed very 
strong bonds. I am learning real life lessons from my Melton 
studies, and at the same time learning more about myself.

Founded in 1986, the Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning is a world 
pioneer in the field of adult Jewish education, offering a first-class curriculum 
created by scholars and educators at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. There 
are 50 Melton Schools in 47 cities throughout the United States, as well as in 
Canada, Australia, the United Kingdom, and South Africa, attended weekly by 
some 4,000 students. The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning was 
established at Stephen Wise Temple in fall 2010 as part of the Center for Jewish 
Life (CJL) program, giving us the unique privilege of bringing the Melton School 
to members of our Temple and the greater Los Angeles community.

I

The Melton program 
completely changed the 
way I relate to Judaism.”

“
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Sarah Anderson
member, m’shor’rim

y love of music in general and my connec-
tion to Jewish music are products of growing 
up at Stephen Wise Temple. Music is how I 
access Judaism and feel close to God, and 

while I’m singing in Temple, I hope that I am helping the com-
munity find similar feelings. Understanding prayer through 
music has always been an integral part of my schooling 
and services at Stephen Wise. I began singing with the 
M’Shor’rim at the age of 10. Very early on, Cantor Lam saw 
that I was eager to learn and understand music. The sounds 
of Jewish music became familiar and understandable to me, 
and singing Jewish music became a large part of my life.

Cantor Lam inspired me to pursue music, and showed 
me that classical singing and cantorial singing have so many 
similarities. Discovering this furthered my appreciation for 
both. His voice and his presence are what made me want 
to be a part of M’Shor’rim as a child, and is why I so enjoy 
singing in Temple now. 

My interest and work with Jewish music led me to 
classical music. I discovered at a young age that I could 
sing opera, and singing with the M’Shor’rim prepared me to 
understand music and how it functions. M’Shor’rim gave me 
the opportunity to sing solo as well as in a group. I developed 
close relationships with the other members of M’Shor’rim. 
The Temple and M’Shor’rim helped me discover what I 
wanted to do with my life.

Through M’Shor’rim and Stephen Wise Temple, I as-
pired to be the best I could be. My immediate goal is to have 
complete control over my singing and voice. I hope to be an 
opera singer, a cantor, and a professor. Specifically, I want to 
show young singers that music is an incredible blessing and 
that our Temple is a safe place to find out if music is your 
passion. It’s where I found mine.

The M’Shor’rim (Cantor’s Choir) had its beginnings around 1991. It was 
created as a venue for elementary school age children to sing at services. 
Through the inspiration they found here at Stephen Wise Temple, many of  
the M’Shor’rim continued on through adulthood and became professional 
singers, composers and cantors.

The Temple and 
M’Shor’rim helped me 
discover what I wanted 
to do with my life.”

“

M
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Chet Kronenberg
member, stephen wise temple board of directors

n late 2001, I moved from New York to Los Angeles  
with my wife and young son. We toured various  
temples, and chose Stephen Wise. We enrolled our son 
in the Temple’s pre-school and soon joined a havurah  

of other young pre-school parents who quickly became 
friends with one another. Thirteen years later, and with the 
addition of two more children, those friendships still remain 
strong and are an important part of our lives.

Stemming from our involvement in the pre-school and 
havurah, my wife, Alison, and I began joining other groups 
and classes at the Temple, which expanded our appreciation 
of the Temple and what it has to offer. From these positive 
experiences emerged a deeper involvement and commit-
ment to Stephen Wise.  

My desire to serve on the Temple’s Board of Directors 
came about through recognition that Stephen Wise is a great 
institution and I felt I could contribute to its continued success. 
Important decisions are made every day and volunteer lead-
ership, working in close partnership with clergy and staff, has 
a strong fiduciary responsibility to the Temple’s membership. 

If one is able, it’s important to financially support the 
Temple so it can grow and flourish. But there are other ways 
members can give back to the community too, namely, one’s 
time and talent. As a lawyer, I have tried to use my skills 
to benefit the Temple, whether co-chairing the Temple’s  
Governance Committee, creating pro bono opportunities 
for lawyers through the Temple’s Center for Social Justice 
Engagement, or providing pro bono legal services for the 
Temple’s Freedom School. I also have tried to foster a sense 
of community within the Temple by hosting Sukkot in Your 
Neighborhood, as well as religious school dinners.

I’m very active in the Temple now, but even when my 
children are grown, Alison and I will continue to support the 
Temple. We truly believe that our charitable giving and involve-
ment make a difference and will help guarantee that Stephen 
Wise remains strong and vibrant for future generations.

The Board of Directors is the elected governing body of Stephen Wise Temple, 
comprised of Temple members who volunteer their valuable time, skill, and finan-
cial resources to ensure the overall wellbeing and effectiveness of the organization. 
In partnership with clergy and staff, the Board of Directors provides the vision, 
leadership, and advocacy to meet financial and programmatic commitments 
to the congregation and community, and to fulfill the mission of the Temple.

We truly believe that 
our charitable giving 
and involvement make 
a difference.”

“

I
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Carol Gray
founder, wise years

eddings, baby namings, Mommy and Me, 
nursery school, Shabbat services, Hebrew 
school, Sunday school, confirmation, Hol-
iday Workshops, High Holy Days, funerals, 

Mitzvah Days, Learning in your Neighborhood, adult B’nai 
Mitzvah class — for more than 40 years Stephen Wise 
Temple has been a home for all these life events and more 
for my family and me. 

We joined a havurah 30 years ago and still, to this 
day, we attend High Holy Day services with our group and 
break the fast together at the close of Yom Kippur. However, 
in more recent years when I began to attend Friday night  
services, I saw very few of the folks I had known in past 
years. I often felt lonely at Temple services.

We wanted to re-establish a community of friends with 
strong ties to our Temple. With the support and encourage-
ment of Rabbis Herscher and Stern, I chaired a committee 
that spent nearly twelve months planning Wise Years, which 
was launched in 2012.

Wise Years plays a vital role for seniors who have leisure 
time to devote to meaningful activities with others, who 
share common interests, and who have a desire to develop 
deeper connections to one another and to the Temple.

Wise Years has been my opportunity to give something 
back to Stephen Wise, which has been an integral part of my 
life and Jewish journey. I’ve found the experience rewarding 
and meaningful. Now when I attend Shabbat services I’m 
surrounded by people I know and care about.

Those who helped create Wise Years and now serve on 
its Committee share tremendous pride in knowing we have 
seniors in our congregation who have made new friends, 
learned skills and discovered hidden talents. It seems the 
more our members participate in Wise Years, the more they 
are willing to explore ideas and enjoy new experiences.

Wise Years is a program designed for Temple members who are 60 years 
of age and better, that offers a variety of engaging programs, educational 
classes, leisure activities, and lunch once a month on the Temple’s campus.

Wise Years has been my 
opportunity to give back 
to Stephen Wise, which 
has been an integral part 
of my life.”

“

W
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Dear Friends
and Supporters,

You are an investor in Stephen Wise Temple and this is our “report to shareholders.”  
You are an integral part of our mission to build and grow community, commit to lifelong  
education, celebrate life-cycle events, secure the Jewish future, connect to and support 
Israel, and engage in improving our world.

All corporations report on their revenue, expenses, product lines, and profits. So let  
me speak about each of these.

REVENUES. Our Temple has three primary revenue sources—membership dues, additional 
fundraising and school tuition. Your Board of Directors is committed to holding the line on dues 
and tuition. This means that we look to those who can give more to contribute toward making  
a rich Jewish life accessible to everyone, regardless of financial status. I am pleased that this 
was one of our best fundraising years ever.

EXPENSES. We are stewards of your contributions and we strive to make every dollar go as  
far as possible. This year we have made great strides in a number of areas to become more  
efficient, outsourcing many administrative functions, streamlining systems and working with 
senior staff to squeeze every bit of value out of every dollar.

PRODUCT LINES. This is the crux of our mission and here are some highlights:  
• This summer, over 60 of our Jewish teens (and many of our older members) have 

worked at two campuses—Stephen Wise Temple and Milken Community High School—
to put their Jewish values to work in serving inner city kids through the Freedom School.

• Our Florence Melton Adult School continues to be one of the largest synagogue-based 
adult learning programs in America.

• Our Center for Jewish Life sponsors a robust schedule of speakers, classes and dialogues.
• Wise School has been rebranded and reimagined, including new spaces, a new music 

program and science lab, a sustainability initiative and more—all while building enrollment.
• High holiday services, b’nai mitzvah program, Soulful Shabbats, Sukkot in the 

Neighborhood, bang-up Jubilee events—the list is endless!

PROFITS. How profitable are we? Our profits are realized every day in the children’s smiles at 
play and learning. They are realized when families gather to celebrate a simcha, participating in 
Wise Hearts or Wise Years. Profits are in providing our youth values and a sense of belonging  
to the Jewish People. 

In summary, this annual report is our way to inform you—our members, our supporters 
and our stakeholders—on what we did this year, how we handle our fiduciary responsibility, 
and how we manage your investment to effectively deliver value. I hope this report helps you 
understand more of what goes into managing this complex institution. 

Thank you for your support, your guidance and your continuing commitment to the good 
works your Temple does every day! 

Warm regards,

Glenn Sonnenberg
president, stephen wise temple



Stephen Wise Temple 
Year in Review

1 Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti presents City proclamations to Rabbi  
Eli Herscher and Temple President Glenn Sonnenberg at the Jubilee  
Gala Concert at the Orpheum Theatre.  2 Wise Religious School students 
participating in the Jewish World Watch Walk to End Genocide 2014.   
3 Stephen Wise community celebrates Purim at Pacific Park on Santa 
Monica Pier.  4 Temple Executive Committee Member Janine Kolodny 
and Temple President Glenn Sonnenberg light the Hanukkah menorah  
at a special holiday concert to begin our Temple’s Jubilee Year.

10Reasons to Believe
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5 Cantor Nathan Lam and Rabbi EIi Herscher raise a glass to toast 
our Temple’s Jubilee Year.  6 At a Center for Jewish Life (CJL) 
program attended by over 1200 people, Rabbi David Woznica  
dialogues with Professor Alan Dershowitz and Dennis Prager. 
7 Camp Wise field trip to the California Science Museum.

Year in Review
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8 Wise preschoolers celebrate Yom Ha’atzma’ut at the 
interactive Kibbutz playground on the Temple campus.  
9 Cantor Nathan Lam, and Grammy award winning 
composer Charles Fox, with fellow Cantors and Cantorial 
Interns, with the Los Angeles Children’s Choir perform  
at the Temple’s Jubilee Gala concert held at the Orpheum 
Theatre.  10 Wise Temple youth in Jerusalem for the  
TALAVI (Tel Aviv-Los Angeles-Vilnius) summer experience.

Year in Review
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 Over 

5,600
Temple members and  
guests worshipped with us 
at High Holy Day Services

140
40%

547
people participated in  
one or more In Your 
Neighborhood programs 2,550

lifelong learners 
attended one or more 
Center for Jewish Life 
dialogues, lectures, 
or classes

Collectively, our  
Wise Campers 
shared 

27,000 
hours of fun this 
summer!

85
Cantors and singers performed at our  
Temple Jubilee Kickoff Concert

Stephen Wise Temple 
By the Numbers

increase in number 
of donors to the 
Annual Campaign

Temple members participated in the 
AIPAC Conference in Washington, D.C.

                     adults and 
children experienced  
Israel with our  
Temple Clergy on  
our Jubilee Israel Trip

     community organizations 
      and agencies partnered with 
      our Temple’s Social Justice 
Engagement Center to improve 
our community and world 

12

90 

students from low income, 
at-risk environments  
attended Stephen Wise 
Temple Freedom School

59



2013/2014 Stephen Wise Temple
sources of revenue – $18 million

 
expenses – $18 million

Milken Community High School Payment 10%

Congregational Education 1%
 Communications & Technology 2%

Clergy/Worship Services & Holidays 2%

Youth Engagement 3%

Gifts from Supporters 8%

Membership & Related Services 24%

Congregational Education 5%
 Communications & Technology 5%

Clergy/Worship Services & Holidays 15%

Youth Engagement 7%

Facilities 11%

Stewardship & Development 2%
Membership Services 5%

Wise School 50%

Wise School 50%

Reasons to Believe 14



STEPHEN WISE TEMPLE
2013–2014 ANNUAL  
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Bonnie and Mitchell Bloom
Claudia and Bill Brown
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Terri and Charles Stern
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Sponsor  $1,400 to $2,699
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Sharon and Ofer Almany
Laura and Harvey Alpert
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Thank you to our 
generous donors
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Ellen and Gary Michel
Michelle and Joseph Moadeb
Adriane and Allan Morrison
Aileen Morse
Freda Moscowitz
Ilene and Jeff Nathan
Sherry and Michael Newman
Nancy Norris
Doreen and Donald Nortman
Robyn Field and Anthony 

O’Carroll
Wendy and Fred Ordower
Wendy and Gerald Otelsberg
Cynthia Ruby and Christopher 

Perdue 
Irene and Marvin Perer
Shel and Ran Pink
Ada and Ray Pivo
Linda and Shearn Platt
Helen and Frank Ponder
Barbara and Ed Prober
Ruth and Bob Pushkin
Judith and Afshin Raminfar
Lillie and Jose Reines
Ellen and Edward Reisman
Laurie and Ron Resch
Frances and Maury Rice
Raina and James Ring
Dee Robin
Gayle and Lee Rodgers
Carol and Howard Rosen
Mark Rosenberg
Linda and Lee Rosenberg
Rachelle and Jim Rosten
Dorit and Glenn Rotner
Lori and David Rousso
Beverly and Arnold Rudin
Linda and David Salzman
Ahbra and David Schiff
Pamela and Allen Schwartz
Marilyn and Errol Segal
Lauren and Jeff Segal
Linell and Bob Shapiro
Judy and Richard Sherman
Stephanie and Howard Sherwood
Evelyn and Tony Shooshani
Judy and Ted Singer
Gigi and Gary Small
Marilyn and Ronald Spencer
Cheryl and David Stern
Karen Stern
Adele Stoller
Mariya and Victor Svilik
Nancy and Arthur Tesser
Lynn Tiger
Rose and Juan Tyberg
Lori and Leandro Tyberg
Billie and Richard Udko
Kyle and Maurice Umansky
Gloria and Art Waldinger
Julie and Peter Weil
Roz and Bob Weiner
Edna Weiss

Sherry and John West
Adrienne and Michael Wienir
Jane and Michael Winston
Barbara and Hank Wirtschafter
Linda and Fred Wolfe
Helaine and Shelly Wolk
Anita and Philip Wolman
Leslie Wright
Afsaneh and Faramarz 

Yousefzadeh
Julie and Alexander Zaks
Judy and Marvin Zeidler
Lorraine and Harris Zeidler
Terry Gock and Michael Zeldin
Barbara and Walter Zifkin
Terri and Joe Zwicker

Supporter  $500 to $1,399
Julian Aroesty
Francine and Joel Berger
Beverly and Burt Blum
Joan and Kenneth Cohn
Sharon and Gray Davis
Gail and Jack Eskenazi
Hyman Frank
Patricia Herskovic and 

Jack Freedman
Jody and Dan Furie
Marci and Ronald Glousman
Arlene and Jay Goldfarb
Allison and Bradley Goodman
Susie and Bruce Goren
Linda and Philip Greenwald
Carolyn and Ron Greitzer
Linda and David Habif
Cynthia and Robert Hart
Joan Isaacs
Marla and Michael Kantor
Lynn and Bruce Kaufman
Nancy and Alvin Klein
Emily and Howard Kreshek
Lolly Levy
Mae Lichtig
Mojgan and Noorollah Makabeh
Marjorie Markus and 

Scott Friedman 
Ingrid and Ron Milkes
Jodi and Mike Mooney
Cynthia Neiman
Erika and Michael Novick
Jodi Kruger and Jeremy Rosen
Ryan Rouse
Debbie and Josh Sabah
Sharon and Steven Scharkss
Sharona and Behnam Shenassa
Perry Silver
Ann Spicer
Harriet Rolnick and Stephen Strauss
Julie and Scott Streitfeld
DeeDee and Karl Sussman
Ron Tanzman
Toby Horn and Harold Tomin

Candice and Perrie Weiner
Karen and Edward Weiss
Elissa and Steven Weiss

Contributor  $250 to $499
Joanna Scapa and Steven Anavin
Estelle Baron
Barbara and Arnold Barron
Denise and Bob Barta
Dana and Anthony Behar
Robin and Mark Blau
Rivka and Doron Blumenfeld
Louise and Gene Bramson
Lisa and Joel Cassel
Emil Cobar
Jill and Andrew Cohen
Joan and Kenneth Cohn
Roberta and Harold Delevie
Laura and David Drexler
Mahvash Eshaghian
Alfred Estolonio
Alexsondra and Andy Fixmer
Steven Foonberg
Barbara and Louis Friedman
Annie and Robert Gad
Merribeth and Kenneth Gal
Beverly and Irving Garfunkel
Ralph Garren
Pearl Glick
Colleen and Andy Gold
Coral and Alan Goldsmith
Marcie and Cliff Goldstein
Doris Haims
Sandra and Bruce Heller
Joan Herman
Laura and Steven Jolna
Suzanne and Michael Kahane
Ann and Albert Kapstrom
Reneen and Stanley Klein
Brian Kluft
Joan and Kenneth Kohn
Myra and Scott Kotick
Susan Fine Kroll and Howard Kroll
Joan and Christopher Larkin
Carol and Andrew Lazar
Jackie Lederfine
Susan and Edward Levin
Randi Lundy and Robert Lundy Jr.
Teri and Roy Lyons
Galina and Alex Lyudmirsky
Judith and Stuart Marylander
Paul Milberg
Lisa and Steven Mirman
Patricia Ogden
Mona and Fred Oken
Cynthia and Michael Persky
Lisa and Daniel Platt
Suzanne Ponder
Leslie and Leonard Reid
Melanie and Bryan Scher
Rita and Sam Schwartz
Cindy and Glenn Sherman

Reasons to Believe 16



Reasons to Believe17

Jacklin and Hamid Shoohed
Jan and Robert Shpiner
Elaine and Leonard Skaist
Brigitte Rozenberg-Snapir 

and Idan Snapir
Lynne and Eric Spillman
Ellen and Ted Stein
Felise and Elliott Wachtel
Stanley and Christina Weinberg
Arnold Weiner
Jodi and Phil Werbin
Linda and Barry Witkow
Elizabeth Crawford and 

Carmi Zlotnik
Betty and Saul Zucker

Friend  $100 to $249
Laurence Bear
Dodo and Bob Bienenfeld
Sherrie Lipsky and 

Jonathan Brown
Alex Chesler
Sally and Richard Close
Stacey and Paul Cohen
Judy and James Deutsch
Elaine and Warren Deutsch
Gladys Diener
Ellen and Barry Dorfman
Courtney Dornstein
Beatrice Dubman
Joan and Norman Eichberg
Debra Ruby and Eric Ellsworth
Alfred Estolonio
Jessica and Josh Etting
Vicki Fisher Magasinn
Stanley Footlik
Joyce and Warren Fox
Andrew and Cheryl Friedman
Arlene and Robert Garfield
Sandy and David Ginsberg
Ellen Harris and Marshall Glick
Debra and David Goldfarb
Eileen and Lou Goren
Carol Gray
Miriam Groman
Annie and Ted Haas
Tina and Barry Hammond
Janet and Stephen Kahane
Andrea Kahn
Andrea and Sheldon Kahn
Sindy and Mickey Kessler
Jo and Irv Kierman
Dianne and Stan King
Tamar and Philip Koosed
Susan Krane
Michele and Daniel Lasman
Elizabeth and Herbert Leifer
Beatrice Levin
Karen and Benjamin Levine
Beverly Kaye and Barry Levitt
Barbara and Isaac Levy
Jana and Doug Levy

Mickey and Steven Lewis
Edyth Lipen
Sharon and Kenneth Lodin
Robin Lutin
Lily and Michael Malick
Suzee Markowitz
Pearl and Mel Masters
Valerie and Jack Melmed
Ashley Miller
Doris Miller
Jodi Mitchell
Pablo Nankin
Miriam and Kenneth Niver
Nicole and Douglas Oswell
Perry Paul
Arlene and Chuck Posen
Lena and Sam Romano
Linda Rosen
Michele Zwillinger and 

Morton Rosen
Eugenia and Israel Salin
Hedy Sands
Nicolas Scapa
Diane and Gary Schaffel
Diana and Robert Schenkman
Betty Serafin
Erica Sheerin
Todd Sheerin
Bernice and Bernie Sherman
Debra and David Siegel
Shirley and Philip Sniderman
Margaret and Donald Sobel
Marilyn Sobelman
Gwen and Nick Speros
Ryan Stearn
Joan and Arnold Stein
Lana Sternberg
Jack Straus
Susan Tanzman
Gabrielle and Moshe Tsabag
Candy and Leslie Wachs
Sylvia Ward
Sharon and Gary Weisenberg
Melissa and Adam Wilkenfeld
Andrew Wilson
Dana and Amir Yariv

Wise School 
2013–2014 Annual 
Giving Donors 

WISE SCHOOL 
K-6 PARENTS
Visionary  $20,000 & Above

Tracy and Jeffrey Kaplan
Eri Kroh
Gloria and Benjamin Soleimani

Founder  $10,000 to $19,999

Dina and Raymond Levy

Benefactor  $5,000 to $9,999

Doris and Shahin Dardashty
Dana and Scott Ehrlich
Dana Guerin
Sharona Cohen and 

Edwin Haronian
Melinda and Ken Lindner
Dafne and Alex Moradi
Debra and Steven Schaffer
Kelly and Marc Schwartz
Ramona and Ramin Simantob
Patricia and Mitchell Tarica
Lori and Leandro Tyberg

Educator’s Circle 
$2,500 to $4,999

Marlene and Kayvan Aframian
Homeira and Kourosh Aframian
Myra and Marc Aron
Rebecca and Gilad Avidor
Nasi and Babak Bamshad
Azadeh and Shahab Binafard
Holly and Bob Binafard
Allison Lee and Kenneth Chasen
Ellie and Albert Cohen
Sherly and Kami Daneshgar
Rebeca and Mahyar Dardashti
Sharon and Sepehr Dardashti
Nancy and Richard Emmanuel
Nooshin and Afshine Emrani
Michelle and Ron Farhadi
Fara and Sean Faridnia
Tannoz Bahremand and 

David Foruzanfar
Karen Furie
Negin and Egal Gabayzadeh
Shandy and Shaun Gabbay
Paola and Alvaro Gancman
Andrea and Scott Gardenhour
Sezin and Nesim Hason
Maari and Robert Herscu
Leila and Raphael Javaheri
Azita and Ramin Khalili
Nazy and Farhad Kohanim
Corrine and Michael 

Kohlmeyer-Hyman
Michelle and Dmitry Liberman
Mojgan and Noorollah Makabeh
Nataly and Sean Namvar
Farnaz and Robert Neman
Michael Wilson and Henry 

Ohebshalom
Vered and Pejman Pakravan
Jamee Natella and Steven Paul
Shel and Ran Pink
Golareh and Soroush Ramin
Judith and Afshin Raminfar
Foujan and Isaac Sakhai
Mojgan and Fariborz Satey

Neda and Michael Shakibkhou
Evelyn and Tony Shooshani
Monica and Lawrence Stone
Patricia and Jian Torkan
Ronit and Tamir Wertheim
Berta and Sasan Yadegar
Asal and Parham Yedidsion
Nilou and Avi Yroshalmiane
Jacqueline Hantgan and 

Rabbi Josh Zweiback

Guardian  $1,000 to $2,499

Ellie and Joseph Akhtarzad
Amanda and Joseph Azizi
Linda and Jack Banafsheha
Nina and Pejman Ben-Cohen
Aram and Shahin Binafard
Guity Caroline Bolour and 

Michel Bolour
Jennifer and Scott Cohen
Nas and Alen Cohen
Stephanie and Sol Cohensedgh
Doris and Ramin Daneshgar
Betsy and David Elfase
Keren and Jacob Elisha
Rama and Ario Fakheri
Steven Foonberg
Eden and David Fox
Molly and Jesse Ghalili
Karen and Ariel Goldenstein
Olivia and Phil Gordon
Elise and Michael Greenberg
Katya and Tanel Harunzade
Nooshin and Nasser Hiekali
Ashley and Patrick Javaheri
Shirin and Ramin Kahenassa
Cheri and Frederick Karubian
Lida and Payam Kashfian
Jennifer and Edward Kitsis
Maxine and Gary Kleinman
Mehry and Yousef Lalezarian
Dana and Ilan Lavian
Ilyse and Ronen Levy
Negar Salim and Ramin Messian
Or and Eliran Mor
Sharona and Farid Nickfardjam
Stella and Farid Pakravan
Carolyn and Pejman Rahnama
Bahar and Gregg Rinsler
Dana and Richard Russakoff
Gilda and Kambiz Sabouhi
Neda and Raymond Sarraf
Katrin and Dean Shabbouei
Nilou and Henry Shahery
Katrin and Rafi Shaoulian
Liat and Eddie Siman
Brigitte Rozenberg-Snapir and 

Idan Snapir 
Kyle and Maurice Umansky
Sharona and Afshin Veiseh
Stephanie Samuel-Yadegar and 

John Yadegar
Bita and Cameron Yadidi
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Friend  $500 to $999

Lisa and Jason Arasheben 
Janet and Shawn Babajooni
Cheryl and Gregory Banton
Naz and Aaron Eghbal
Noushin and Ramin Farshi
Etai and Sacia Friedman 
Robyn Sokol and Phillip Harnick
Sharona and Abner Kermani
Sigalit and Jack Khalili
Inessa Grinberg and Douglas 

Lichtman
Nazy and Kourosh Maddahi
Leah and Shahab Mahboubian
Mahin and Faramarz Moshfegh
Lisa and Marc Nehorayan
Neda and Ivan Nikkhoo
Mehrnaz and Albert Sarshar
Ahbra and David Schiff
Robin Jacobs and Schlomo 

Schmuel
Valarie and Craig Simms
Sandra Smokler
Betza and Behzad Soofer
Katy and John Tishbi
Einat and Oren Yohanan
Sivan and Igor Zakai

Contributor Under $500

Liat Atias
Sharon and Elon Avisar
Kathy and Bob Bakshian
Elana and David Banafsheha
Lisa and Hersel Bani-Esraili
Beth and Bryan Behar
Imra and Behzad Behnam
Mary and Marc Birch
Rebecca Resnick-Brown and 

Gabriel Brown
Nazanin and Ben Davidson
Jennifer and Kenneth Davis
Maytal Abishoor-Fattal and 

Alan Fattal
Ellen Fenten
Melanie and Lyle Fisher
Janet and Albert Fuchs
Liat Yardeni-Funk and Mark Funk
Janene and Karl Gerber
Esty Gross and Nir Giat
Robert Hall
Michele and Jim Hess
Keili Lefkovitz and Shane Johnson
Hofit and Justin Kahn
Veronica and Farhad Kangavari
Melanie and Yosef Katan
Jill and Jeffrey Konvitz
Jacqueline and Stephen Leff
Michael and Kathy Mahgerefteh
Angela and Behzad Melamed
Orley and Babak Melamed
Elena and Scott Meller

Emily Cohen-Meth and 
Jason Meth

Keren Mevorakh
Debbie and Babak Mossanen
Lora and Rabin Pournazarian
Rebeca Farca and Jorge Rivera
Afsoon Hamid and Don Ryan
Sholeh and Bahram Saba
Kimberly and Victor Schwartz
Ronit and Shawn Sharafian
Keren and Elisha Shashoua
Naomi and Kelly Shepard
Debra and David Siegel
Sharona and Kamran Tavakoli
Azar Vanek
Rozita and David Yacobi

WISE SCHOOL EARLY 
CHILDHOOD PARENTS

Educator’s Circle 
$2,500 & above

Alexis and Michael Lam
Stephanie and Andrew Left
Jenna and Joey Pitson

Guardian  $1,000 to $2,499

Rebecca and David Cohen 
Rama and Ario Fakheri
Kathryn and Sean Javaheri
Shohreh and Peyman Saadat
Arlen and Daniel Yomtobian

Friend  $500 to $999

Barbara Barkohanai
Amy and Adam Friedman
Tatiana and Shawn Ghodsian
Ariane and Matthew Klein

Contributor  Under $500

Lauren and Peter Altman
Marita and Spike Anderson
Deborah and Benjamin Arden
Tamar Dolgen and Sergio Bicas
Lisa and Gregory Cassilith
Kineret Asher and Oded Cohen
Adit and Eliav Dan
Eliza and David Davidi
Andrea and Ryan Drobnick
Sara and Micah Ellenson
Tonia and Marc Entous
Jessica and Josh Etting
Niloufar and Baback Gabbay
Dana and David Garfin
Tatiana and Shawn Ghodshian 
Hannah and Ellis Ghodsian
Brenda and Omid Hamid
Lilian and Yigal Hay
Brooke and David Jung

Sigalit and Jack Khalili
Elise Perer and Jeff Kohn
Nicole Leslie
Sarah and Jeffrey Levitt
Lydia Bloom Medwin and 

Dan Medwin
Roya and Farhad Melamed
Lori and Daniel Meyerov
Judit and Michael Nazar
Michelle and Ramin Neman
Janet and Siamak Okhovat
Leslye and Ziv Pas
Limor and Matthew Pouldar
Natalie Rice
Danica and Steven Ross
Sepideh Forouzanrad and 

Arash Sabbagh-Fard
Sharon and Andre Sabetfard
Bahareh Golbahar and 

Sam Sanandaji
Kimberly and Victor Schwartz
Emmanuelle and Leon 

Schwartzman
Shideh and Payam Shadi
Sharona and Behnam Shenassa
Desiree and Marc Tavakoli
Sally and Andrew Triphon
Ariana and Kevin West
Makize and Arash Zarabi

WISE SCHOOL 
GRANDPARENTS

Benefactor  $5,000 to $9,999

Rose and Juan Tyberg

Guardian  $1,000 to $2,499

Robin Gerber and Albert 
Carnesale

Renee and Barry Gordon
Nancy and Larry Levitt

Friend  $500 to $999

Caren and Erwin Sokol

Contributor  Under $500

Reva and Byron Funk
Roda and Morton Greenberg
Houri Karubian
Leah Kroll
Raisa Liberman
Minna and Gerald Maze
Phyllis and Steven Newstat
Jan and Peter Shames
Michael Zeldin
Debbi and Eugene Zweiback

FACULTY AND STAFF
Karen Anderson
Katie Awad
Hana Bahat
Marilyn Balachio
Beth Behar
Anita Ben-Ami
Mandy Bolkin
Amy Burch
Malka Clement 
Shelley Freedenthal
Dana Fridman
Paula Frost
Orit Hadad 
Samantha Hechtman
Danny Herold
Kasey Himmel
Judy Hoffman
Ryan Hosler
Ashley Hoyle
Mary Itri
Faye Jesser 
Melanie Katan
David Kates
Pauline Kim
Rebecca Kitz-Mizrachi
Pamela Kleinman
Roberta Lloyd
Jana Luber
Joanne Biller Menashe
Jason Meth
Marla Minden
Malka Miodovsky
Rachel Mitzman
Jan Navah
Pamela Neal
Janis Neishuler
Leora Orevi
Cynthia Rahm
Orlee Raymond
Sara Roth
Sarah Shpall
Kim Snyder
Bethany Spielberg
John Stahl
Jeff Starr
Diamond Summerville
Patty Tanner
Melissa Verity
Carol Vinstein
Sandi Volterra
Randy Weinstein
Tami Weiser
Megan Whitaker


